
Military Divorce Rate Down Slightly in 2012

www.military.com

The military divorce rate went down slightly in 2012, settling at 3.5

percent, according to Pentagon statistics released to Military.com on

Tuesday. Military officials and divorce experts are hopeful that the overall

rate, which had crept slowly up from 2.6 percent in 2001 to 3.7 percent in

2011...
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Get ahead of your estate planning
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What you need to know about estate planning, including why you may

need a will and assigning a power of attorney.
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Is your divorce having a bigger impact on your kids than it has to?

Divorced Parents & Their Children:

5 Mistakes to Avoid

www.webmd.com

WebMD spoke with family and divorce

expert M. Gary Neuman, who gives exes

pointers on how to split up without

emotionally destroying their kids.
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How do you know if your attorney is not just competent but excels

in the practice of Family Law? Our attorneys are designated as

Super Lawyers. superlawyers.com/california-san-diego

www.msmfamilylaw.com

San Diego Super Lawyers - Top Lawyers in CA

superlawyers.com

Find top rated San Diego lawyers, lawyer, attorney,

attorneys at Super Lawyers – CA Lawyers
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What should you do before you file for divorce? Ask our Super

Lawyers. www.msmfamilylaw.com
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From Trusts to Family Law, servicemen and women receive a

10% discount at our offices. www.msmfamilylaw.com
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The debate continues about the collaborative divorce process. Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC shared a link.

April 8

Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC

April 15

Do you have the best possible legal representation? Peggy Moore is a Certified Family Law Specialist with more than 3 decades of experience.

Moore was chosen as one of the top 25 female attorneys in San Diego by the New York Times! 

www.msmfamilylaw.com
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Contact our attorneys to find out what is best for you.

www.msmfamilylaw.com

More couples seeking kinder, gentler divorces

www.nbcnews.com

Collaborative divorce. The term sounds like an oxymoron in a culture

steeped in high-cost, high-conflict breakups.

Share

What should you tell your children when you are going to file for

divorce? Share with us what you said that worked and what didn't

work. www.huffingtonpost.com/natalie-gregg/how-to-tell-your-

children_1_b_1792700.html

10 Steps To Breaking The News Of

Your Split To The Kids

www.huffingtonpost.com

There are few harder moments in

parenthood than telling your kids that it's

over between mommy and daddy.
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Is same sex divorce different?

www.pressherald.com/news/same-sex-divorce-raises-new-legal-

issues_2013-01-06.html
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Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC shared a link.
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If you are in the military, getting a divorce may take longer than if

you were a civilian. Let our experienced attorneys get you through

the process. Contact our office for a free 30 Minute consultation

and a 10% discount. www.msmfamilylaw.com

Understanding Divorce in the Military

www.military.com

If you are in the military or a military spouse and

are getting a divorce, there are some financial

factors that can affect you.
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We value our men and women in uniform. We give active military

members a free half hour consultation and a 10% discount.

www.msmfamilylaw.com
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Thinking of saying "I Do" again? What you need to know before

heading to the altar a second time.

Everything You Need To Know Before Marrying Again

www.huffingtonpost.com

You swore you'd never marry again after your first try. You'd been put

through the wringer during the divorce process and you came out

convinced you were better off alone.
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What impact are you having on your kids? A new study finds that

saying "I'm sorry" after a fight does make a difference.

GMA: Fighting in Front of Children, Emotionally Damaging

Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC shared a link.

March 29

Cal. Coalition for Families and Children v. San Diego County Bar Ass'n 
13 cv 1944 CAB BLM 

CCFC Master Exhs. P2934

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.msmfamilylaw.com&h=7AQHgQUl8&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fid%2F22315262%2Fns%2Fhealth-behavior%2Ft%2Fmore-couples-seeking-kinder-gentler-divorces%2F%23.UWRSmn4-Olo.facebook&h=XAQFgiJ_8AQGoh8gPETOYjYwFS7mKzRJXM7I8XBjG4I6YtQ&enc=AZODORfleR9PrDjJOn7gZyA2GqrwhPdRN8yFSkofRQGQqkREPOyHXApbD9bPHAqgF5npvlFprPgmKC5PDuUwjx91&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=99&appid=2309869772&p%5B0%5D=493311324031389&p%5B1%5D=364479023671485&profile_id=493311324031389&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fnatalie-gregg%2Fhow-to-tell-your-children_1_b_1792700.html&h=CAQHoJeZm&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fnatalie-gregg%2Fhow-to-tell-your-children_1_b_1792700.html&h=xAQEfcpyIAQHVghEpAn0lX_59C_3oB9qMWfsgm8zuzipA4g&enc=AZOXUIRcJczxvUzPPWmrzcp5CYMnRrBCW1WDzeiWbN8kBgIdWLvOu2i47f03St_lhTw7CsowFRFFPstNTOK8Sa-8&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=99&appid=2309869772&p%5B0%5D=493311324031389&p%5B1%5D=363380310438097&profile_id=493311324031389&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw/posts/606259439403243
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pressherald.com%2Fnews%2Fsame-sex-divorce-raises-new-legal-issues_2013-01-06.html&h=SAQH0y6fi&enc=AZNE8i6DibRhoLzWja6infGsefA4YSjxaIJl_8iE3VS8IikzDxM1IJ2-bjEX2TCa1kNTTarZmfpR6CF7IdgOsUNSvG108DMwTNhokeAyWAbVTo2nLnTgckgGXp-aBvksT8EBCmefGv8lKPOIlwVrUrX3&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=606259439403243
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=22&appid=25554907596&p%5B0%5D=493311324031389&p%5B1%5D=606259439403243&profile_id=493311324031389&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.military.com%2Fmoney%2Fretirement%2Fmilitary-retirement%2Funderstanding-divorce-in-the-military.html%23.UV8r7-G-09c.facebook&h=JAQHRv4fkAQFwpyU8JkobT4rw4Oi3Bd4mgkWgazOX0NK3Hw&enc=AZMJYMt0vH-CyxJy0FYWx4jSldMOdtwulpamsHNp1qYgU-uP7GPc_sR3QX62EVgT1H6I871n7_3FWDCXzWzOdsRD&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw/posts/233604593444944
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.msmfamilylaw.com&h=tAQFHII8X&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.military.com%2Fmoney%2Fretirement%2Fmilitary-retirement%2Funderstanding-divorce-in-the-military.html%23.UV8r7-G-09c.facebook&h=zAQGixEpbAQEBIVWMHs0qt0XnoTLWgDIK0Qk6XSD3TBNIPA&enc=AZPN8Uf9jNQHoevBUYfIy3Yofa466qliFOZOpF71JH0SjIKjeBNIw3npR5LBNQ9ueAWzaTigDoKw29D_JZJQWSa2&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=99&appid=2309869772&p%5B0%5D=493311324031389&p%5B1%5D=233604593444944&profile_id=493311324031389&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=606265519402635&set=a.493315500697638.122968.493311324031389&type=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.msmfamilylaw.com&h=CAQHoJeZm&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=606265519402635&set=a.493315500697638.122968.493311324031389&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=606265519402635
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=2&appid=2305272732&p%5B0%5D=493311324031389&p%5B1%5D=2190726&profile_id=493311324031389&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2F2013%2F01%2F04%2Fsecond-marriage-3-things-_n_2405657.html%3Futm_hp_ref%3Dfb%26src%3Dsp%26comm_ref%3Dfalse&h=HAQHYTnn0AQHi1E8ImDSH2eGb7pVmU_t4nmZO5MOB7vN3Bg&enc=AZMgAcClE4AgkeIOnnQiCbo4Gxm4FyBe_JWzyf0Fo_wre286BGK-iFXYKYTEaJ9IHBbn5ozJLhKAhctRs5RzU9_Z&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw/posts/431907763570842
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2F2013%2F01%2F04%2Fsecond-marriage-3-things-_n_2405657.html%3Futm_hp_ref%3Dfb%26src%3Dsp%26comm_ref%3Dfalse&h=eAQGrv1OHAQEiYvz_EkEqVeLY0NO9C9EaXB6hgqe17CKNfg&enc=AZMibBId87uYbhtpglXYmqsgsAXu0d82VaV8M3YQM9kgpjPmhRUa55sG67xDcK4g8ykKdKp6RfcSef9xQTYeO01B&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=431907763570842
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=99&appid=2309869772&p%5B0%5D=493311324031389&p%5B1%5D=431907763570842&profile_id=493311324031389&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fabcnews.go.com%2FGMA%2FAmericanFamily%2Fstory%3Fid%3D127000&h=gAQEXNTzQAQF8s9Ib-jk30kRvAjFYDHxIw7pazdw8B7zqLA&enc=AZMBxlYVj-Q_XBn_B2zabkEXeLWrxkUBU02SWxbJ5me86cxLGd-_M7rJc318T1zL4iTFFr9jjs9eM6l1AjypypOA&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw/posts/272039349597829
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fabcnews.go.com%2FGMA%2FAmericanFamily%2Fstory%3Fid%3D127000&h=JAQHRv4fkAQEmmoggtNMB4MTv1pYvl47oKVA2kVvC4CmaKw&enc=AZNKNg0UKnEm3GOzBf7Ctm2YPq3hAoUfR30GOkxe_lVVqGOzSC4SFlRNWNX6bE5BMkTFxDVCApZRDELMmNyytB_2&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2Froomfordebate%2F2013%2F02%2F13%2Fwhen-divorce-is-a-family-affair&h=WAQGKUp8GAQFq1_484GO_haHg9iL7EiFFe9JMR83XdE1igg&enc=AZNq0NNFOymmsqXsHnybsGmtX3QZlOIebBupbxxA5zkhIbxMTVraWgJ25tahWbunbSadrKzXCn1_KVjd5qeLIjzk&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/msmfamilylaw/posts/137553459758334


abcnews.go.com

They may not listen when told to clean their rooms, but when Mom and

Dad are having a raised voices, door-slamming fight, children are all

ears.And what they are hearing isn't good for them, according to a new

study from Cardiff University, which says that arguing in front of children

can cause...

Share

Is the system fine as it is, broken, or does it just need some

tweaking? What is your experience in the family courts?

http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/02/13/

When Divorce Is a Family Affair - Room for Debate

www.nytimes.com

Should filing for divorce be more difficult? Or is the process arduous

enough already?

Share

Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC shared San Diego County

District Attorney's status.

March 26

What you need to know if your estranged spouse goes too far.

It's easier than ever to become a victim of stalking. What to

know: http://bit.ly/100ZtvG

1Share

Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC shared a link.

March 26

Getting a divorce can be stressful. Having an experienced attorney

can make the process easier. 

www.nytimes.com/2009/08/04/health/04well.html?

Well - Divorce, It Seems, Can Make You Ill - NYTimes.com

www.nytimes.com

Even remarriage can’t relieve all the stress of a marital loss.
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Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC

March 25

Our commitment to San Diego goes way beyond the courtroom.
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Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC
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Untitled Album (4 photos)
Moore, Schulman & Moore, APC changed their cover photo.

March 25
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About Basie & Fritz
The Law Firm of Basie & Fritz, established in 1984 by Robert H. Basie and Jeffrey C. Fritz, limits its practice
to family law. Mr. Basie and Mr. Fritz were partners for 19 years, until Mr. Basie's death in 2003. As the
positive results of cases handled by the firm were recognized, mostly by word of mouth, the firm grew with a
reputation for being knowledgeable, experienced and capable advocates.

Family Law

The firm of Basie & Fritz  is one of the largest family law firms in San Diego County, with five attorneys who
individually provide a solid range of experience and background in handling domestic relations matters.
Supporting the firm's attorneys are highly educated and resourceful certified paralegals who work one-on-one
with clients, under the supervision of counsel, to prepare and assist clients with the intricacies of each unique
situation with compassion and skill. In addition, the firm employs seasoned support and administrative staff.

Over the years, we have assisted clients in the dissolution of their marriages, the modification of orders as
circumstances change, and with the preparation of pre-nuptial agreements. Much of our work is the result of
returning clients who were satisfied with the prior representation they received. Many of our client relationships
last a lifetime.

San Diego County

The law firm handles cases throughout San Diego County as well as, at times, other southern California counties.

Expert Networks

Basie & Fritz, when necessary, utilizes a network of experts who work with the firm to assist clients through the family law process, including therapists,
psychologists, forensic accountants, and pension and tax advisors.

Strong Advocates

Our litigation skills and knowledge of family law make Basie & Fritz formidable advocates.   Our staff is skilled, compassionate and adept at
understanding client needs and providing personalized, tailored legal services.  Delivering thoughtful counsel and effective strategies explains why we are
prominent in this difficult area of practice.

------------------------------------------ o -----------------------------------------

Internet Footnote

Basie & Fritz has seen significant changes in the law and the way the judicial system operates over the last 29 years. During that time, and presently, we
have been and are committed to making the process efficient, but with sensitivity to the personal challenges that go along with a divorce and related
issues.

Over the firm's long history, we have helped thousands of people overcome the challenges presented in  dissolving a  marriage under difficult
circumstances. We have remained steadfast in our dedication to providing our clients with our best efforts to provide quality representation, tailored for
their unique family dynamics, while remaining zealous advocates.

Unfortunately, as a result of the nature of advocacy, many firms have been the subject of personal attacks from uncensored sources posted on the
internet, a venue with unrestricted and unverified commentary. Despite the difficult and often contentious practice of family law, we continue to maintain
our practice with integrity, sensitivity and effectiveness.

Note

The information in this website is not to be construed as legal advice nor is it a representation of the probable outcome in your specific case.

Take the time to get to know us personally... you be the judge.

Incomparable advocates and legal
strategists define our attorneys.

Skilled and compassionate defines our
staff.

Understanding client needs and providing
personalized, tailored legal services defines
how we like to work.

Delivering thoughtful counsel and effective
strategies defines why we get results for
you.

HOME CULTURE ATTORNEYS CASE SERVICES FAQ's CONTACT US
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Case Management at Basie & Fritz

Prior to selecting  an attorney to handle your family law matter, an important first step is to speak with the
prospective attorney to ensure that the attorney you choose is the right fit for your case. It may be prudent to
get more than one opinion before hiring your attorney.  Every attorney has a different style and different abilities.

Basie & Fritz offers a free confidential consultation with an attorney, allowing you to discuss your situation and
how you should proceed. At the initial meeting, our office will quote you a retainer fee commensurate with the
complexity of your case as explained by you to us.

Communications with our office are confidential.

If you choose to retain our firm, from the moment we are retained we begin working with you to educate you
about the family law process and give you the tools to partner with us as your attorneys. Once you retain our
firm, we assign your file to an attorney and a certified paralegal who are your legal team throughout the process.
Where relevant, we forward to you informational material which addresses the following:

1. Your fiduciary duty and what it means (in dissolution cases);
2. The firm's office procedures letter;
3. Discovery information;
4. Document  gathering tips for case handling; and
5. Use of electronic communication guidelines.

In the event you have been served with documents and have a pending deadline or a hearing date, we automatically put your matter on the firm's calendar
system and prepare the appropriate documents. If you are the one who wishes to initiate an action, we prepare the appropriate  documents to file your
case, secure a case number from the Court, and facilitate the service of documents on the opposing party.

If you require immediate action due to domestic violence or child protection issues, we will ask the Court for expedited relief to secure Court orders.

If your case is in progress and you are being represented by another attorney and wish to change attorneys by retaining our firm, we will prepare the
necessary paperwork and secure your case file and court file.

It is important to have an open line of communication with our office.  You should seek answers to your questions as they arise.

During the course of the firm's representation, you will be provided with copies of all pleadings and correspondence (received and sent by our office), as
well as other important papers. All of those documents should be placed in an orderly fashion within a file so you are informed of what is happening in
your case as it progresses. It is recommended that you keep a notebook to take your own notes, write down your questions, and bring your notebook to
meetings so that our case conferences are organized and your time and the firm's time is used efficiently.

It is the firm's goal to bring your matter to an expeditious and successful conclusion. You should also provide your attorney with your thoughts on
settlement terms when possible.

Our firm cannot guarantee the outcome of your matter and expressions about the outcome of your case are professional estimates and are limited by our
knowledge at the time they are made, but we will do our best to pursue your objectives.

 

Basie & Fritz - Attorneys at Law 
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Basie & Fritz is proud to announce that
Jeffrey Fritz has been chosen by his
peers as a Super-lawyer for the third
straight year, showing his dedication
and expertise in the legal profession.

HOME CULTURE ATTORNEYS CASE SERVICES FAQ's CONTACT US

Cal. Coalition for Families and Children v. San Diego County Bar Ass'n 
13 cv 1944 CAB BLM 

CCFC Master Exhs. P2939



Firm Culture at Basie & Fritz
The law firm of Basie & Fritz is comprised of an outstanding group of individuals, experienced, knowledgeable, focused and proficient in handling client
matters with compassion and expertise. The firm's attorneys and support staff have worked together as a team for many years, facilitating effective and
efficient case management. The firm's attorneys have individual characteristics which make them unique in their approach to handling problems. As a
team, because of the strong fabric of our staff, the firm is capable of excelling in working to secure solid results in family law related matters.

Our attorneys and certified paralegals engage in continuing legal education so that they are up to date on recent changes in the law. Often times our
attorneys are attending seminars or teaching, reaching out to those in the community who attend classes on domestic matters.

Our most senior paralegal has been with the firm 24 years and was acknowledged by her peers and a committee of the San Diego County Bar
Association as Distinguished Paralegal Of the Year for the County of San Diego in 2007.

One of the firm's attorneys, a Certified Specialist in Family Law, is also a frequent public speaker and has been a featured speaker at the California State
Bar's Annual Conference, as well as providing continuing legal education for attorneys and therapists, and holds workshops for self represented litigants.

Another of our attorneys is often requested by the San Diego Superior Court to assist as minor's counsel, representing the interests of children who are
involved in complex and sometimes dangerous circumstances in litigation.

We are proud to note that one of our attorneys has been with the firm for 18 years, first as a certified paralegal, then law clerk, and, after passing the
California State Bar, an attorney.

We also have an attorney who was voted by her peers to receive the distinction of Top Attorneys in 2010, and has the experience of arguing before the
California Court of Appeals.

Mr. Fritz' over 28 years of experience as a litigator in family law allows him to advocate in sometimes contentious and difficult cases with high stakes,
whether they be financial or personal. In 2009, Mr. Fritz was selected by his peers with the distinction of Top Attorneys in San Diego, featured in the
Daily Transcript. In 2010, 2011, 2012, and again in 2013, Mr. Fritz has been honored as a San Diego Super Lawyer. Mr. Fritz oversees each case
handled by the firm so that our clients receive the benefit of his expertise and experience at every level.

In 1998, Basie & Fritz was featured in California Lawyer Magazine’s Hot Practice Issue.  (Tough Divorce Lawyers.)
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Making Good Decisions in Family Law

If you find yourself confronted with a family law issue, it is important to protect your interests and those of your loved ones. The decisions you
make when going through a dissolution of your marriage or when experiencing other legal problems relating to your family may be some of the
most important decisions you will ever make. It is because of this that you should seek the guidance and assistance from effective legal counsel.

If you find yourself needing legal representation, this guide is provided to help you consider how the family law system does, and does not,
work and how important your decisions are to the process. Please consider the following as general pointers, not legal advice, on the path
through a family law dispute.

I. When choosing a law firm and an attorney do your homework.

The attorney you choose is an important decision when involved in a family law matter. Take stock of what is at stake: business interests, real estate, your
financial future, custody and the welfare of your children, and the like. With these important issues in mind, try to find an attorney capable of effectively
handling your specific case. Don't compromise.

Insure that the experience and advocacy skills of the attorney you choose are the right fit for you. This is the time that you should talk to your friends,
therapist and perhaps other professionals to acquire a referral to the attorney best suited to protect your interests. Be sure you understand why they liked
their attorney or, where applicable, disliked the attorney who handled their opposing party's case. Sometimes, not liking the "other attorney" means that
that attorney was effective. The disliked attorney may be the attorney you want to hire.

If your attorney is not doing a good job, find an attorney who will. If your attorney is not a good fit, find one who is. This is your case.

II. Once you choose an attorney, cooperate with your attorney.

Before you sign a retainer agreement with your attorney's office, read it and be ready to abide by the terms of the agreement. Remember, by signing a
retainer agreement you are entering into a binding contract with your attorney's office.

When you receive mail from your attorney, open it and read it.

If you do not understand something, ask your attorney for an explanation. This is why you have an attorney.

III. Review your attorney's bills and pay them, or work out a payment plan with your attorney.

Ask for an explanation of services rendered or costs advanced if you need one.  It is important to keep an open dialogue with your attorney's office
regarding any questions you may have about the costs associated with your case. The more work that is done, the more complicated the matter, the more
unreasonable the expectations or the more unreasonable the demands of the other side, the more legal fees you will incur. The better the communication,
the better chance you have of working in harmony with your attorney through this process at less expense.

Pay your experts when billed and make sure you provide them documentation when they request it to avoid last minute rushes. Rush charges are
expensive and can be avoided. Doing things at the last minute can and will cause delays in the resolution of your case, which can lead to additional
financial and emotional costs.

IV. Divorce or other family law matters are document intensive.

It is important to organize documents you give to your attorney. This will help keep your legal fees down. When requested, collect your financial records
and other documents and deliver them to your attorney's office. Your best effort to locate, organize and produce financial and other documents is crucial
to reducing the time spent by your attorney's office in doing so. Do not simply drop boxes of disorganized documents at your attorney's office for them to
sort and organize. This will cost you the attorney's staff’s time.

Take responsibility for all aspects of your case. This is your case. Be proactive and partner with your attorney and their staff to insure that you are
participating in your own representation. The more efficient you are, the more you will save your attorney from handling administrative tasks instead of
practicing law. Allow your attorney the time to practice law instead of having them act as your personal assistant.
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V. Keep all communications and dealings with your attorney's office efficient.

If you can reduce your questions or thoughts to writing and forward same to your attorney's office, it will help in reducing the duplication of questions and
answers and allow the attorney to address each concern or question once, instead of repetitiously. It is rare that you need to speak to your attorney's
office on an hourly or daily basis.

However, it is always important to keep your attorney informed of significant developments during the course of your case. Keep the lines of
communication open and return calls and respond to inquiries from your attorney promptly.  Your attorney’s office should do likewise.

VI. Follow the advice and instructions of your attorney

Follow the advice of your attorney, your therapist, your tax advisor, and other professionals during this difficult time. Following the advice of your hired
professionals is better than taking the advice of, or listening to the opinions of, casual friends or strangers you may meet. Each family is different.
Comparing your divorce or family law matter to your friends’, neighbors’ or other family members’ is not productive. There is no such thing as "the usual"
divorce or custody dispute.

VII. Be on your best behavior during the course of your proceeding.

Make sure you are able to keep your emotions under control, with the help of qualified clergy, counselor, or therapist if needed. Going through a
dissolution or child custody dispute can be emotionally draining and can lead to anger and uncharacteristic aggressive behavior. You are going through
one of the most difficult times in your life.

Be sure you do not act out inappropriately in the presence of your spouse, children, or when you appear before the Judge. Always make your best effort
to be rational, reasonable and realistic throughout your case. You can be your own best friend or your worst enemy before, during and after your case is
over. When faced with life changing choices, being calm helps you make better and smarter decisions.

The State of California has set rules that require individuals to meet the requirements of full disclosure in a dissolution of marriage or domestic partnership.
 Your business becomes the Court's business. Financial penalties and sanctions may be imposed by the Court against any individual who is
obstructionistic during the course of litigation or whose behavior is found to be inappropriate.

VIII. Keep your story private.

Your family situation is your own business. It is important to keep it that way. Your privacy is important.

Caution: Stay off the internet! Don't post negative comments about your spouse or anyone else. Once your comment is posted, it is there forever and
can and will likely come back to haunt you.

The best advice during this stressful period is to take good care of you and your health. You need the stamina and the strength to endure the extra
pressures during this emotional period.

IX. Don't blame your attorney for how the family law system works.

Your attorney did not create the Family Law Code, the Code of Civil Procedure or the Rules of Court. The Legislature did. When you file a document
with the Court, your attorney is required to follow certain legal procedures. These requirements must be followed during the course of litigation. You can
help your attorney meet deadlines by responding promptly to requests, providing necessary information, and being honest and forthright.

Your attorney does not have control over how the Court system operates or how fast a case proceeds. In difficult litigation, you and your attorney may
go to court on several different issues. Often, individuals will say, "But nothing is going on in my case... we haven't even been to Court.” Please recognize
that many tasks are being performed on your behalf on a daily or weekly basis to move your case toward  resolution. Your case is not like a fiction series
you may see on television.

X. Choose your battles wisely.

Don't go to Court over small inconsequential issues or file as many motions as you can just because you can. For example, don't spend time, money and
energy over one piece of furniture. Be smart. Don't let your anger, frustration and upset take over your good sense.

Don't let your case control every aspect of your life. If your attorney is effective, you will find yourself with appropriate orders that will assist you and
guide you into your future. It is important to maintain a good relationship with your attorney in the event you need them again. Your attorney will know
you and your family dynamic well by the conclusion of your case.
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Jeffrey C. Fritz
Mr. Fritz founded the firm of Basie & Fritz with his then partner, Robert H. Basie, in 1984. Mr. Fritz and Mr.
Basie were partners for 19 years, until Mr. Basie's death in 2003.

For over 28 years, Mr. Fritz has personally represented clients in both simple and complex cases. Mr. Fritz has
had the pleasure of representing professional sports figures, television and radio personalities, and family law
attorneys. Mr. Fritz has served as Judge Pro Tem, Special Master, Arbitrator, and has been the Chairman of the
San Diego Fee Arbitration Committee. He has been a lecturer on topics related to family law and legal practice
to other attorneys.

Mr. Fritz oversees each case handled by Basie & Fritz so that our clients receive the benefit of his expertise and
experience at every level.

Affiliations, Activities and Accomplishments

California State Bar Association
San Diego County Bar Association
San Diego Superior Court Judge Pro Tem (Settlement Panel) 1995, 1997, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006
Co-Chairman, San Diego County Fee Arbitration Committee, 1999
Chairman, San Diego County Fee Arbitration Committee, 1993, 1994, 1997, 1999
Ohio Northern University Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, 1981
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society
Ohio Northern University Willis Society (Academic Recognition)
Southern District Court of California
US Tax Court

In 2009, Mr. Fritz was selected by his peers as one of the Top Attorneys in San Diego, featured in the Daily Transcript. In 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013,
Mr. Fritz has been honored as a San Diego Super Lawyer.

Mr. Fritz received his Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts in Economics and Business Management from Ohio Northern University in 1981.
Thereafter, Mr. Fritz went to Law School at Ohio Northern University, receiving his Juris Doctorate degree (with distinction) in 1984.  He was
nominated to be a member of the Willis Society for academic achievement and the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.

Areas of Concentration

Family law and related matters

Admissions

California State Bar, 1984
United State District Court for the Southern District of California (1985) and District of Arizona, (1992)
United States Tax Court, (1985)

Education

• J.D. (1984), Ohio Northern University (with distinction)
• B.S. B.A. (1981) Ohio Northern University
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Jeffrey Fritz ratings  

Jeffrey Fritz 
Lawyer 
San Diego, CA
Practice Area:  Divorce /
Family Law 
Firm:  Jeffrey Fritz 

Rating: 2.7 out of 5 based on
15 reviews.
Lawyer Jeffrey Fritz has a fair
overall rating on
LawyerRatingz.com.

CORRECT LAWYER'S INFO
ABOVE

Recommend One person
recommends
this. Be the first

0
Add a picture of this lawyer

# Ratings: 15

Avg. Overall Rating: 2.7

Ratings are based on a best score of 5
(range: 1-5)

RATE THIS LAWYER SEARCH AGAIN

Submit a news article that mentions this lawyer
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 7/16/13   3    3    3    3    3  My opponent in family court hired Mr. Fritz. From

my direct experience it was kind of sad in the

end. I endured a close to two hour deposition
from Fritz, which wasn't all that bad, as I
remember it. Had an espresso shot in my
Starbucks that morning, I think... Anyhow, I
survived the deposition despite the sometimes
overly direct questioning, and generally felt that
I came off better that day than the other side
did. It's not rocket science, and I certainly didn't
compromise my principles in giving any answer.
So, later... at the scheduled court hearing, I
fully expected to see Fritz,but I didn't. My court
opponent apparently ran out of money, and
represented themselves instead. It was almost
sad, seeing the other party trailing a box of
xeroxed documents. I got the billing attempt
from the other side, but since after tax and
child support is paid things were mostly equal,

d i thi I did i ki f ti

Recommendations

LawyerRatingz.com
- OK Lawyer
Ratings
Be the first of your
friends to recommend
this.

http://www.lawyerr
Winstead.html
Be the first of your
friends to recommend
this.
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and since nothing I did in asking for more time
with child was reckless, the other side paid, not
me. YMMV.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 7/1/13   3    3    3    3    3  The best advice I can give you is to get a

scanner with OCR software, that way should
you get any subpoena for all your financial
records, in about 20-30 minutes you can return
the favor in kind. This would be true for any
attorney, I expect. That's what I'd do. Fight fire
with fire, ultimately attorneys are only
intermediaries, so bury the true opponent (your
ex) in the same miserable paperwork request.
Then - and only then - negotiate. The initial
subpoena you might or might not receive is only
as intimidating as your belief that you can't
send it right back. Best to do it the same day or
next, that will allow you to improve your odds in
effectively negotiating with the other party to
stop the game before wasting too much time
doing unequal work. Or so I've been advised.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

*
 1/11/12   1    1    1    1    1  Jeff Fritz was hired to conduct formal discovery

in a dissolution case. The attorney failed to
subpoena the husband's employer and
corporate affiliates. The State Bar said that Mr.
Fritz works for you, the client, and had a legal
obligation to follow your instructions.
Consequently, I was unable to secure financial
information under the penalty of perjury from
the employer. Mr. Fritz subpoenead financial
institutions but failed to provide the husband's
SSN and date of birth. This indentifying
information is required before the bank can
release any financial records. The compliance
officer at one mortgage company confirmed the
attorney submitted a mailing address, instead
of proving a SSN and dob. This defective
subpoena produced zero results, suppressing
financial information from the client. When the
attorney deposed the husband, he neglected
to ask him the name of his employers, the
addresses, shareholder status, etc. Mr. Fritz
was fired due to conflicts of interests.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 11/14/11  2    1    2    1    1  Jeff embodies the tragic environment that our

despotic divorce court judges and insanely
ignprant legislators have created. Punish hard

work, tax innovation, quell independence, but
encourage perjury, reward theft, harm children
and our community in the process. Sounds like
a plan.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 10/17/11  1    1    1    1    1  This man should be locked up. Burnt me for

$20K, had his assistant represent me in court
who knew nothing about my case. Has sent me
to collections over it. All the negative ratings
are completely true, the positive feed back
must come out of his own office. Guy needs a
code and ethics class. He should be banned
from courts.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    7/18/11   3    3    2    2    1  DO NOT HIRE THIS ATTY. I am a SD Atty also

and the legal term of art for Fritz's modus
operandi is "churning." He and his staff have
the "charm offensive" down pat, telling you
what a stand up guy he is, all the while
performing unncessary and duplicative work. He
will have no qualms about lying to your face
and is very good at it. Surprised to see
repeated references to Fritz being a "pit bull"
as he rolled over in my friends case giving away
"the farm" at the mediation [I think he had
dinner plans] but not before he unilaterally
agreed to prepare the MSA adding
approximately $10K more to her bill. The
numbers are not all in yet but he will end up
with approximately 60-75% of her total
settlement. At least she has an MSA. Her friend
used Fritz, has no agreement, owes him $20K
and the first month she missed a payment, he
sent her a form letter telling her he was
dropping her as a client. This parasite prays on

Facebook social plugin
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people while they are most vulnerable. Shame
on you Jeffrey Fritz

Read this rating's feedback
 

 1/26/11   2    1    2    1    1  Fritz is the quintessential **** divorce lawyer.
The "good" reviews here are undoubtedly from
him or his army of paralegals. I know some of
his former associates and even they tell me he
overbills, is extremely unprofessional, lies,
increases hostilities, refuses to settle, and has
a terrible reputation with the judges. Read the
article on him here:
http://angiemedia.com/2010/04/16/san-....
Hiring Jeff is the worst mistake you could make
in your divorce.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

*
 10/3/10   4    1    1    1    1  Jerrrey Fritz is very knowledgable. He

specializes in working very hard on irrelevant
issues, using his knowledge to take as much
money as possible. On my case for a
modification of visitation, he burned through by
$5000 retainer collecting small claims case files.
I did get two boxes of files. He then was
retained by my girlfriends husband and
confliced me out. I sued Fritz and he
misrepresented to the Court and won. I think
you will find that many of the "good" reviews
are written by him or his staff. There is a great
deal of critical information. One site is Family
Law Courts.com, which supplies the website

link to complain to the State Bar if you are
foolish enough to hire him. If you believe in hell,
Fritz will be at the right hand of the devil.

Read this rating's feedback
    7/7/10

 
SYSTEM: 2 negative duplicate or disallowed
ratings automatically removed 

 
 5/26/10   5    5    5    5    5  Mr. Fritz is not only an honorable person, but

he is also a phenomenal attorney - two
attributes that don't always go hand in hand.
Mr. Fritz is exceptionally detailed, efficient,
tenacious and yes, expensive, but worth every
dime. He made a devastating experience
bearable and kept me safe and got results
when I needed them most. Anyone who
disparages Mr. Fritz or his firm must be on the
other side of the case. I've read a lot of the
junk on the internet about Mr. Fritz and my
research tells me these individuals who have
banded together need help - there is a reason
many of them have lost custody of their children
- maybe they should look at their own behavior.
Mr. Fritz has always been honorable in all my
dealings with him and when you are good at
what you do, I guess it is expected that people
will criticize. In addition, Mr. Fritz has a stellar
staff who are professional, efficient and caring.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 7/28/09   5    5    5    5    5  As a practicing therapist , many of whose

clients are also clients of Mr.Fritz, I'm deeply
impressed with the speed at which he deals
with cases; he is kind but firm with clients; he
gets results; he "preaches" middle of the road
settlements wherever practical; and in the long
run, i am told is cheaper than cheaper
attorneys because he finishes up quicker. His
depositions elicit huge amounts of information
from often untruthful spouses, and soon
thereafter many settle. I have never met the
man;I have never spoken with him; but i musts
say his enemies have done a great hatchet job
on the web at times, so i guess he must be
doing something right. Many of my clients attest
to that.I note with wry amusement that when a
husband or a wife cannot obtain his services
because their spouse got to him first, suddenly
he then becomes the worst attorney in the
world. Prior to that the mantra was I will get
Fritz , he is the best." He would not have to
start at 6.30 am if he was that bad,surely?
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 6/20/09   5    5    5    5    5  I hired Basie & Fritz 6 years ago. I needed an
attorney who got filings and paperwork done.
My case is complicated, and I was getting
pulverized, until I went to Jeff. He is a pit bull,
and that was what I needed to protect me. It
costs alot of money to litigate any lawsuit,
however I have paid one third of what the
opposing party has paid. Delays are normal in
lawsuits, so don't blame the attorney. I did alot
of my own research and work toward my case,
and when I went back over the court
documents with a microscope and applied the
arguments to the law - Jeff work is beyond
superior. He did not miss a point. Legal issues
and filings are extremely complicated, and Basie
& Fritz has the ability to handle the real big and
difficult challanging cases. I will be forever
grateful to Basie & Fritz for sense of security I
have gotten from their continued
representation. They have gotten me the best
of the best in experts to keep me well guarded.
He is a bargin for what he does.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 3/26/09   5    5    5    5    5  Anyone who complains about Jeff Fritz didn't do

their research before hiring him. He is costly for
a reason, so don't expect a Neiman Marcus
representation at Walmart prices with this
Lawyer. He is well worth every penny because
of his knowledge and expertise in Family Law.
I'm a San Diego attorney myself, and I hired Jeff
because I've seen him in action personally and
professionally. Not only is he a shark and a true
litigator for his clients in the courtroom, but he
gets results - and yes, at your expense. Duh!
Fritz is rarely retained because parties are
willing to mediate. Sorry, but this guy's a hired
gun for those who have relentless spouses
that are incapapable of mediation. My former
spouse did everything to use the Family Court
System to make my life miserable, but once I
enlisted the services of Attorney Jeffrey Fritz I
felt like I had a personal bodyguard and could
live my life in peace again. Fritz = Mr. Wolfe,
Harvey Keitel's character in Pulp Fiction, a true
expert!

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 3/3/09   3    3    2    2    2  I hired Jeff and his firm following a divorce to

enforce a contract. He gave the work to a junior
attorney (Elisa Kisselburg) who I obviously paid
to learn the local court system. Unfortunately
about ten thousand dollars of the work was not
even admissable in court and in the end the
costs were over five times greater than first
communicated. The outcome was in my favor,
but his firms final charges were over ten
thousand dollars over my best projected
outcome. In light of that, the net worth had a
negative value in my case. The case was
projected to take three months but it appeared
they worked harder to drag it out (took over
eight months). In the end, it required my going
to their office to request the final paperwork so
I could take it to my ex-wife to sign. It was a
bad experience and left me in a huge financial
crises. You couldn't do much worse by closing
your eyes and picking one out of the phone
book.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 12/8/08   3    2    2    1    1  Unbelievable is all I can say. Everything people

say about him is true...I didn't want to believe
it, but after I got my first billing statement and
they had screwed up simple paperwork, I
switched to a better attorney, and now they
won't return the rest of my retainer money.
CHEATS LIES AND STEALS!

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 11/4/07   4    1    1    1    1  Jeff Fritz was written about in the San Diego

Tribune for being a "cockroach in a suit". He is

famous for taking very simple divorces and
creating conflict to drive up his own fees. My
girlfriend could have settled her case, and
ended up with enough money to take care ofCal. Coalition for Families and Children v. San Diego County Bar Ass'n 
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her children. Instead, she let him convince her
she would come out better if she litigated. She
still ended up with 50% of the assets after
dragging her family through two years in court.
Her half is now $100,000 less than if she had
just mediated.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
*Rating left by a registered user. 
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California Coalition for Families and Children, et al. vs. 
San Diego County Bar Association, et al,  
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California Parents File Federal Racketeering Lawsuit against Family 
Court Judges; Charge Criminal Extortion, Bribery, Abuse of Office 

August 20, 2013 -- San Diego, CA – In its continuing campaign to end the harassment, fraud, and 
abuse rampant in California State Family Courts, a parents’ rights group, the California Coalition for 
Families and Children, has filed a lawsuit today in federal court charging the San Diego County courts, 
social workers, divorce attorneys, and psychologists with federal criminal racketeering.  

“The abuses of parents and children by Family Courts, social workers, and family law attorneys have 
harmed parents and children for far too long.  We intend to end that abuse.” says CCFC President 
Colbern Stuart.  “Family court is designed by its makers to be probably the most dangerous life event 
parents and children can endure.  It enables and profits from every inhumane instinct known to man—
greed, hate, resentment, fear—resulting in abundant cash flow for the divorce industry and a fallout of 
parent and children’s misery.” 

“And behind the curtain of this machine of misery we’ve uncovered its cause—the multi-billion dollar 
divorce industry, populated by judges, attorneys, and a machinery of tax-dollar fed “judicial 
administrators,” social workers that George Orwell would marvel at.” 

“We’ve been delivering that message kindly for years now, yet the tide keeps rising on families in 
crisis.  We’ve appealed to the county courts, state and local politicians, state judicial oversight bodies, 
United States Representatives, and just plain old human dignity, but the harassment and abuse of 
parents and children has only increased.  A resort to federal court intervention in the widespread 
criminal collusion in state government was the next logical step.” 

“It’s time to recognize Family Court for what it is—a corporate crime ring raiding parents and children 
of financial and psychological well-being, and devouring our children’s futures.  And its not just divorce 
lawyers—its judges, “judicial administrators,” psychologists, cops and prosecutors—people we should 
be able to trust—in a modern day criminal cabal using county courtrooms and sheriff’s deputies as the 
machinery of organized crime.”  Say Stuart.  “Since state officials’ hands are too deep into the cookie 
jar to stop their own abuse, we’re seeking the assistance of federal oversight.” 

CCFC has been active in past years uncovering fraud and abuse of families and children in state 
courts, including the consumer fraud case of Dr. Stephen Doyne, the most notable child custody 
evaluator in San Diego.  “They not only let Doyne run wild for years, they actively protected his abuse 
of parents and children.  In my mind, the industry is a godless abomination” says Stuart.  “One of our 
parents who challenged Doyne and lost was ordered—by the same court that employs Doyne—to pay 
Doyne’s attorneys fees—over $380,000—for calling out his undisputed fraud.  It’s outrageous, and its 
going to stop.” 

CCFC’s Complaint details both civil and criminal charges.  “We’ve alleged over 34 specific federal 
crimes in the complaint, and we’re turning our evidence over to the F.B.I. and U.S. Attorney for 
further investigation.”  Says Stuart. 

The Complaint is available online through CCFC’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ccfconline. 
Quotes: 

 

“The present-day suffering of so many parents and children has and is being wrought within a larger 
system characterized by a widespread institutional failure of—indeed contempt for—the rule of law.” 
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“California legal institutions such as family courts and the legal community, professional institutions 
such as the state bar and psychology boards, and criminal justice institutions have in the recent 
decade gradually combined to cultivate a joint enterprise forum in which widespread “family practice” 
exceptions to the rule of law are not only tolerated, but increasingly encouraged.  Professional 
behavior that would only a few years ago be recognized as unethical, illegal, or otherwise intolerable 
by American legal, psychological, law enforcement, or social work professionals has increasingly 
achieved acceptance—indeed applause—from institutional interests which benefit from a joint 
enterprise enforcing the unwritten law of “who you know is more important than what you know.”    

“In this lawless behavior’s most crass infestation, California Superior Court Family Division judges are 
regularly heard to announce, in open court, “I am the law” and proceed to act accordingly with 
impunity, indifference, and without shame.” 

“The effect on parents and children seeking social support within this coalescing “family law” forum 
has not been as advertised by courts and professionals—a new healing—but instead a new affliction: 
an ‘imposed disability’ of de rigueur deprivation of fundamental rights in the name of ‘therapeutic 
jurisprudence’ funded by converting college funds into a bloated ministry of the bar leaving families 
and their children with mere crumbs of their own success.” 

 

The case centers on the April 15, 2010 assault of CCFC’s President, Cole Stuart, at the San Diego 
County Bar Association meeting of family court judges and attorneys.  Stuart was attending the 
meeting of family court judges and attorneys on behalf of CCFC.  SDCBA recognized Stuart as the 
President of the Parents’ Rights group and ordered fifteen armed bar association security to tackle 
him, handcuff him, and throw him out. 

According to Stuart, around ten CCFC parents and children attended the seminar to advance their 
reform efforts and send a message of “doctor, heal thyself.”  The San Diego County Bar Association 
meeting of judges and attorneys chose a theme critical of their own clients: calling them “Litigants 
Behaving Badly.”  CCFC chose a counter-theme: CCFC parents and children carried signs stating 
“JUDGES BEHAVING BADLY; if YOU don’t follow the law, why would WE?” 

“Judge Judy may be entertaining daytime television for some, but that indignity has no place in our 
justice system—even in what they consider to be “low-brow” family court.  Yet many family court 
judges regularly administer such obnoxious ‘renegade’ justice every day, in open defiance of the rule 
of law.  ‘Sober as a judge’ these days has a whole new meaning.”  Says Stuart—“I’ve been a 
successful lawyer for 18 years and seen both excellence and failure, but I’ve never been ashamed of 
my profession until the days I walked out of family court.”  “I decided then that this lawless rolling 
train wreck of shame to my profession and harm to my community must stop.  And for that 
inspiration, they sent me to jail.” 

CCFC and Stuart are suing SDCBA and the dozen judges and lawyers who organized the seminar.  
“They were well aware of our intent to be present at the Seminar--and had fifteen Sheriff’s Deputies 
and a paddy wagon waiting to welcome us when we arrived.  We had been in court to seek sanctions 
against them in the morning, then they assault me that very evening.” 

According to the CCFC Complaint: “Family Courts, including judges, blame “Litigants Behaving Badly” 
for harms enabled—indeed largely manufactured—by the Domestic Dispute Industry’s own 
longstanding predatory commercial practices.  CCFC saw the “Litigants Behaving Badly” theme as part 
of the self-delusional propaganda engaged in by so many [divorce industry] members who, rather 
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than recognizing the harm their industry enables and “healing themselves”, instead blame their own 
clients, who, quite true, do regularly abuse process, their loved ones, and even themselves—in perfect 
compliance with [divorce industry] instructions.” 

The lawsuit alleges that divorce lawyers illegally conspire with judges to steal from parents as part of 
a racketeering criminal enterprise—and brings over 30 claims of federally-indictable crime.  “Civil 
rights violations, fraud, and obstruction of justice are federal crimes—even for judges.” 

The lawsuit seeks to hold judges and courts personally responsible for overseeing the crime 
committed by the attorneys and social workers in their courtroom.  “Judges have a legal and ethical 
duty to ‘ensure rights’ under the judicial canons of conduct.  It’s just not possible that intelligent 
lawyers like judges don’t understand exactly what goes on in their courtrooms, yet they allow it to 
continue.  In CCFC’s opinion, this judicial collusion is far more serious crime than even the fraud of 
divorce attorneys themselves” says Stuart. 

CCFC has filed a motion for a protective order preventing the San Diego Defendants from harassing 
them “Since they’ve known about CCFC and its reform toward the more humane family dispute 
resolution solutions we offer, they’ve treated us as enemies of the state.  When we thought we’d be 
welcomed, or at least heard, we’ve instead become targets of prosecution and terrorist threats--They 
assaulted me, harassed our members including threatening “gun cock” and death threat late night 
phone calls, attacked our businesses, professional licenses, and threatened to jail and extort us with 
further crime.  It’s outrageous that our own government allows this to happen, and we’re asking the 
federal court to protect our members as we pursue the civil and criminal charges against the courts.” 

A complete set of filings and exhibits is available from CCFC’s Facebook page at 
www.Facebook.com/ccfconline 

 

About: CCFC is a nonprofit organization of parents-both men and women-who have experienced 
marital dissolution proceeding in San Diego, Orange, or Los Angeles Counties, Our members are 
professionals or others who are highly motivated to improving governmental and justice system 
process addressing domestic relations, parentage, custody, and abuse.  

CCFC seeks to promote the health and success of all families--parents and children equally and alike. 
We perceive that parents and children presently lack effective and independent advocates within 
government and the civil and criminal justice system, and as such their rights and interests are 
regularly compromised in favor of the institutionalized interests of others, including government, 
private attorneys and professional service providers, and the enormous domestic dispute industry.  

CCFC organizers, officers, and affiliates are professionals dedicated to improving social, governmental, 
and justice system processes concerning domestic relations, child rearing, parenting, constitutional 
law, child custody, and domestic violence. Many of CCFC’s members are mothers, fathers, and 
children who have withstood abundant hardship resulting from the current practices of what is 
generally described as the “Family Law Community.”  These injuries and insults include fraudulent, 
inefficient, harmful, and even dangerous services; an institutionalized culture of indifference to 
“clearly-established” liberties; insults to the autonomy and dignity of parents and children; extortion, 
robbery, abuse, and more, delivered at the hands of eager operators within the divorce industry. 
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Attorneys

After more than 20 years of practice, San Diego family law attorney Marilyn Bierer
has earned the respect of her peers and the referrals of countless clients who look to
her for a pragmatic, honest approach to marriage and family law disputes. The
practice areas of her San Diego law firm include divorce, spousal support (alimony),
child custody (child sharing), support and visitation, motions to establish paternity,
spousal and child support modifications to agreements and court orders, and domestic
partnership agreements.

Contact Us

The attorneys of San Diego family law firm Bierer & Associates can provide a
realistic assessment of your situation and a clear picture of your rights, options and
their consequences. Because of the serious and complex issues involved in family
law matters, our family law attorneys must meet with you in person and evaluate
your legal concerns before providing any legal advice. Please contact our law firm
to schedule an appointment for a case evaluation with a respected San Diego family
law attorney. Reflecting the communities we serve.

Marilyn E. Bierer

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Discovery during the Divorce Process

Under the Family Law Act in California, the court is required to divide community
assets and community liabilities equally between the parties, unless the parties have
entered into a property settlement agreement, which sets forth a different arrangement.

In view of the foregoing, one of the tasks for the attorney and his or her client is to
identify and place a value on all community assets and liabilities. If this information
is not available, or if for some reason the accuracy of the information is suspect, the
law permits various procedures of investigation, which are commonly called
"discovery".

Discovery may consist of information investigation and verification of assets and
liabilities. More complicated discovery may consist of depositions taken of the other
party or of someone else who has important information or of interrogatories sent to
the other party. Depositions basically are questions asked orally and answered under
oath. Interrogatories generally follow the same approach, except that the questions are
asked in writing, and the answers are made in writing under oath. Further discovery
may include the hiring of appraisers to evaluate property, investigators to locate
property, accountants to examine books and records (including such things as bank
accounts, stocks, and business records), and other special consultants as the facts may
require.

We want you to understand that you have the right to pursue discovery. Obviously,
discovery takes time and costs money. The degree to which discovery is necessary in
any given case will depend, in part on the complexity and size of the community
property estate, and will depend on whether or not the client has sufficient accurate
knowledge of the estate so that this knowledge may be relied on in place of
discovery. The time and expense of discovery are sometimes justified by the new
information that is learned. In other cases, the information obtained may just confirm
what was already known or believed to be true.

In view of the foregoing, one of the important decisions that must be made by the
client and the attorney in each dissolution case is that of the need for and the extent of
the discovery. The safest practice in all cases would be to utilize maximum
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discovery. In a given case, however, the attorney and client may feel that the time and
expense of discovery are not warranted.

The extent, description, and value of each party's separate property can also be
important factors in determining a fair and equitable property settlement, spousal
support, and child support. Discovery is available with respect to separate property
assets, as well as with respect to community property assets.

When you have finished reading this, the subject should be fully discussed with your
attorney and the necessary decisions with respect to discovery can then be made.

Contact Us

The choice of legal representation when filing for divorce or trying to resolve a
family dispute is important to you and your children and should not be made lightly.
Please review the information on our website, consider our qualifications, and then
contact the San Diego law offices of divorce lawyer Marilyn Bierer today for a case
evaluation and review of your legal rights. Because of the serious and complex nature
of family law matters, our attorneys must meet with you in person before we can
provide any legal advice concerning your family law issue.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Mediation Changes and Problems

Policy Regarding Requests for Change of Mediator 
and General Problems Relating to Mediation in San Diego

The goals of mediation are to provide parents the opportunity to develop agreements
of child sharing in the "best interests of the children". In meeting these goals, the
following should be considered and provided:

1. The protection of the parties to a safe and comfortable facility in which to
conduct their mediation efforts.

2. Professional staff trained in and sensitive to all facets of dynamics of divorce
and effects on children and who will protect the balanced input of the parents.

3. Family Court Services provides quality professional services and does its best
to insure that the concerns and information of all clients are heard, considered
and respected.

Request for Change of Counselor

In most cases when a client is not satisfied, the best form is the courtroom where the
client/attorney has an opportunity to examine the counselor.

1. Same Action and lssues:

A) Criteria to be considered by Family Court Services:

Will client's feelings and resistance become a major issue?
Is this an instance of counselor shopping or manipulation?
Was the counselor fair in receiving input from the parties?
Did the counselor focus on the Best Interest of the child and the
parents' respective abilities to meet those needs?
Did anything occur to cause the client to feel the counselor was not
being objective?

2. If there is a new court action (i.e. Modification Proceeding), a request may be
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made for a new counselor at the time the appointment is set.

A) Procedure:

Request in writing to Director of Family Court Services by attorney or
propria persona (pro per), copy to other side.
Director either reviews or delegates review based upon Section B -
I/A, 1-5 (criteria).
Advises parties and attorneys in writing of decision (time permitting).
Any complaint must be submitted in writing to the Director.

The Director will route the written complaint to the appropriate
supervisor.
Supervisor reviews file and criteria with counselor.

The supervisor may schedule a meeting with the attorneys
and counselor to discuss how the case was handled.

If it is felt that the counselor was fair and had considered all
criteria concerning the Best Interests, a change may not be made.

Frequently a clear explanation to the client/attorney may
clear the air and thus reduce client's feelings of having not
been heard or treated fairly.
Clients should also be aware of their right to question
counselor in court and argue for or against any Family Court
Service recommendation.

Contact Us

The choice of legal representation when filing for divorce or trying to resolve a
family dispute is important to you and your children and should not be made lightly.
Please review the information on our website, consider our qualifications, and then
contact the San Diego law offices of divorce lawyer Marilyn Bierer today for a case
evaluation and review of your legal rights. Because of the serious and complex nature
of family law matters, our attorneys must meet with you in person before we can
provide any legal advice concerning your family law issue.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
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San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Preparation of Clients for Mediation

The philosophy of the State Legislature and our courts in child custody issues
supports the notion that children benefit from a continuous relationship with both
parents.

The goals of Family Court Services/Conciliation Court are as follows:

1. Allowing the family to make its own decision(s) regarding child custody
2. Protecting the child's right to a continuous relationship with both parents.

Our firm's preparation of our client for mediation will be as follows:

1. Understanding of California Child Custody Laws related to children's rights to a
continuous relationship with both parents.

2. Court's authority to award custody to the parent most likely to share.
3. Definitions of legal custody and physical custody.
4. Client should be prepared to discuss medical, dental and educational needs of

children. (It is sometimes embarrassing to a client when the other parent knows
all of the child's grades, school teachers, shot records, medication, little league
coaches, game schedules, and the other parent knows nothing).

5. Client should be prepared to discuss child's activities; i.e., church, temple,
dance practice, et cetera, and be prepared to participate in carpool scheduling,
etc.

6. The parents should be prepared to zero in on the child's welfare rather than his
or her own rights and needs.

7. Fear, anger, grief and other emotions are natural feelings of the client going
through dissolution. The Family Counseling Services counselors will accept
these feelings and never put a client down for being a human being.

8. In cases of domestic violence and child abuse, the parents will be asked to
identify issues in advance to enable appropriate preparation by the counselor.

9. If a client is passive and afraid of forgetting important child-centered issues, you
can carry a diary or 3x5 index card with the important points listed. The court
counselor will try to balance the power between the parties to see that each
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gives his or her input.
10. The court counselors are professionals trained in family systems approach to

marriage, divorce and child custody issues. It is important that you have
confidence the system that will assist you in settling your child custody disputes.
Avoiding a court battles regarding the children will do more for the mental
health of the children and parents than almost anything.

11. The key to success in child custody plans is not the plan itself, but the child's
feeling that "I can love both of my parents without feeling guilty." During this
process, please give your children the emotional permission to have a
relationship with each parent without feeling guilty.

Contact Us

The choice of legal representation when filing for divorce or trying to resolve a
family dispute is important to you and your children and should not be made lightly.
Please review the information on our website, consider our qualifications, and then
contact the San Diego law offices of divorce lawyer Marilyn Bierer today for a case
evaluation and review of your legal rights. Because of the serious and complex nature
of family law matters, our attorneys must meet with you in person before we can
provide any legal advice concerning your family law issue.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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San Diego Child Custody Lawyer

Divorce is a highly emotional time where decision-making is impaired. Personal
issues affect reasonable discussions on how a husband and wife living apart will care
for their children. Difficulties in finding resolution require an experienced family law
attorney who has earned a reputation for practical advocacy.

A Mission Valley Custody Dispute Attorney And Practical
Advocate

When you and your spouse decide to live apart, state child custody laws mandate
parenting plans. A range of options exists for divorcing parents to agree upon.
Marilyn E. Bierer pursues a child custody agreement to strengthen each parent's
relationship with his or her child.

While she works hard to protect your custody rights, she will encourage you and your
ex-spouse to do the "heavy lifting" during mediation and following an agreement.
Divorcing spouses taking an active parenting role and remaining a positive influence
is truly in the best interests of their children.

From the initial custody planning to the final agreement, Marilyn E. Bierer focuses on
the best interests of children. Her reputation as a specialist in this area is well known
in the local legal community. She is often asked by California family courts to
represent children in divorce matters as a guardian ad litem.

At Bierer & Associates, our lawyer navigates through the legal and emotional
elements of child custody arrangements and relocation requests. Marilyn E. Bierer
believes that both parents can provide positive and nurturing environments, if they
limit disagreements and work together.

Contact Bierer & Associates

To schedule a case evaluation with an experienced San Diego child custody attorney,
fill out our intake form. You can also contact us at 619-821-9386.
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Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Child Custody Guidelines

The information contained in these guidelines is an effort of FCS to provide staff with
guidelines which may be helpful in developing child sharing arrangements.

The material was developed by FCS counselors. Their research included a review of
the literature on child development, children of divorce, and material from other
courts. We especially acknowledge the information provided by King County,
Washington Court and mental health professionals including William Hodges, Ph.D.,
author of "Interventions for Children of Divorce, Custody Access and
Psychotherapy."

The information is set forth as guidelines and is not to be taken as a set of hard, fast
rules in all custody matters. Each child and each family is unique, and many factors
must be considered in developing child-sharing plans.

In any child-sharing plan, the parents must consider the child's need for a relationship
with both parents. A child benefits from the silent permission his or her parents may
give that, "It is all right to love your other parent," even though the parents have
agreed to go their separate ways. The support of the child's parental relationship is
the key to success in any child sharing arrangements.

California child custody laws are predicted on the premise that children whose
parents have separated will benefit from frequent and continuous contact with the
parents. The primary focus of the law is the best interest of the child.

Divorce/separation can be a time when both parents and the children feel
overwhelmed by the losses and changes. The spouses are being divorced, not the
children. The family is reorganizing from one household into two households. In the
children's eyes, parents are forever. Both parents should make every effort to
continue to play a vital role in the lives of their children. Children must feel that they
have two parents who love them and should feel comfortable in either of their
households. This can be done only with the cooperation of both parents. When the
parents cooperate, the children's positive mental health is guaranteed.
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There are many variations of child sharing. There are two legal terms, which are
important for us to understand, legal and physical custody.

Contact Us

Clients in San Diego County have looked to Ms. Bierer for sound legal advice and
effective representation. Please review our website, examine our qualifications and
approach and then contact our San Diego law firm for a case evaluation from a
respected family law attorney. Because of the serious and complex nature of family
law matters, our attorneys must meet with you in person to evaluate your legal
concerns before providing any legal advice.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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San Diego Child Support Lawyer

For 20 years, Bierer & Associates has helped California families get through life-
changing times. Emotions run high when a marriage ends, yet you must make
important decisions for you and your children. Disputes over money can turn the most
uncontested divorces into heated and bitter contests.

Marilyn E. Bierer treats her clients like family. She dedicates her efforts and employs
all of her resources to secure the best outcome for her clients.

A Mission Valley Attorney And Dedicated Advocate For Child
Support Rights

California has mandatory guidelines for child support, calculating the net incomes of
both the custodial and noncustodial spouse. The statutes are straightforward and do
not leave room for any discretion. However, you still need a lawyer with experience
in handling numerous child support cases.

While entering the numbers into a "calculator" seems simple, securing accurate
information on income presents challenges. Spouses who are business owners can use
revenues to pay personal expenses. Freelancers can hide income to minimize child
support payments.

In child support cases, the founder of our firm attends to every detail in determining
accurate income amounts. In cases involving self-employed professionals, she often
works with forensic accountants for a more in-depth, fact-based review.

Legal needs do not end after an agreement is reached. Incomes change through job
loss and other circumstances, requiring us to pursue modification of the initial decree.
When a parent responsible for financial support refuses to comply, we aggressively
pursue enforcement of the original child support order.

Contact Bierer & Associates

To schedule a case evaluation with an experienced San Diego child support attorney,
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fill out our intake form. You can also contact us at 619-821-9386.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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San Diego County Domestic Violence Lawyer

Whether you are a man or a woman, you and your children have the right to protection
from domestic violence. Emotionally, mentally and physically damaging, domestic
violence can leave lasting scars victims will carry for the rest of their lives.

If you find yourself involved in a domestic violence situation and fear for your
personal safety or that of your children, know you are not alone. There is help and
relief available. In San Diego County, Bierer & Associates Family Law helps victims
obtain the legal orders of protection needed. Contact us to learn more.

More Than a Bad Temper

Domestic violence is more than a misunderstanding or a flaring temper. It often is tied
more to controlling another person through anger, manipulation and violence.
California law defines abuse broadly including a range of behaviors from stalking
and shoving to child abuse and neglect, but it can also include:

Verbal or Written Abuse
Emotional and Mental Abuse
Forced Sexual Behavior
Physical Violence

For an abusive behavior to be considered domestic violence there must be a close
personal or biological relationship between the alleged abuser and the alleged
victim. From spouses to coworkers to former lovers to domestic partners, domestic
violence can happen to anyone at any time. However, you can make it stop.

Help Is Available

Protective measures are available for men, women and children in domestic violence
situations. One of the most effective is a restraining order that limits an abuser from
being near you. It may also prohibit the person from making any efforts to contact you.
Another protective measure is a move-out order that evicts the abuser from the home.
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At our firm, we understand the fear associated with domestic violence, and we are
committed to being strong advocates for our clients and making a difference in their
lives. If you are involved in domestic violence as either the alleged victim or the
alleged abuser, you need to speak with our legal team. Our attorney can assist victims
with all protective motions and with defense for those who have been falsely
accused.

Contact Us

To discuss your concerns pertaining to domestic violence, contact us to schedule a
case evaluation. Because of the serious nature of domestic violence matters, our
attorneys must meet with you in person before providing any legal advice
concerning your family law matter.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Family Court Services Mediation

What is Mediation?

Mediation is a "fluid and "flexible" process. There is no "one way" to mediate.
Mediation requires the mediator to remain neutral while assisting the parties in
reaching their own decisions, thus giving the parties both the control and the
responsibility for determining their own solutions.

Mediation is not arbitration. Arbitration requires the arbitrator to listen to each
party's position and to form an opinion about how the issues in the dissolution action
will be resolved. In essence, the arbitrator becomes a "trier of fact" who decides the
issues for the parties. When a client(s) meet with a mediator, the mediator will
explain the difference between mediation and arbitration, so that the parties are
informed from the beginning about the mediator's role and their roles during the
mediation process. The mediator will then require that the parties give their
commitment to the mediation process. This commitment can be as simple as having
the parties agree that they are philosophically predisposed to mediate their
dissolution, or as complex as entering into a written pledge to mediate. Each party
will be required to sign a mediation agreement outlining the duties and
responsibilities of the attorney and the parties. The attorney will assist the parties in
defining the legal issues and/or explore any underlying equitable issues. Some
examples are: valuing the community and separate property assets; seeing if "tracing"
is an issue; deciding if any assets need to be appraised; accounting for community and
separate debts or Epstein Credits; seeing if a custody and visitation order is needed;
ascertaining the spousal or child support orders; deciding if there should be an
unequal division of a negative estate; or seeing if the parties should consider
bankruptcy. The issues could be as general as identifying areas of disagreement or
agreement. The parties will be given a Schedule of Assets and Debts, which needs to
be completed and returned to the mediator. If independent experts are required, the
mediator will assist in obtaining same to do appraisals of such things as the family
home, other real estate, or a business.

The mediator's role during the negotiation process between the parties is to facilitate
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ongoing negotiations between the parties, using certain mediation skills such as active
listening, which assists the parties in hearing each other; reframing issues, which may
have changed during the negotiations from those first stated; helping the parties break
through impasses; and exploring whether the law, after it is explained to the parties,
should be set aside for the parties' own equitable considerations. The mediator will
also assist the parties in attaining their projected goals as realistically as possible by
setting the stage for an open forum. The party's position can be stated without fear of
reprisals if this matter is tried at a later date. The parties understand that all the
statements made during mediation are protected from discovery or disclosure at trial
per California Code of Civil Procedure 1775.10 and 1775.12

Parents can make the best decisions about a parenting plan for their children. The
Mediation Conference) which is held in Family Court Services for the Superior Court
of California, County of San Diego, is an opportunity for parents to discuss issues and
make decisions which are in the best interest of their children. This is an alternative
to an expensive and adversarial court battle.

Often, when people get into a courtroom, they let their bitterness and hospitality take
over. When people are in such a setting, they may lock themselves into positions
which they later regret. Mediation offers an opportunity to set aside these feelings in
order to minimize the traumatic effect of the divorce on those who matter most: your
children.

The focus of mediation will be on developing agreements which spell out when
children are to be with each parent, and specifies other parental responsibilities.
Family Court Services Counselors are impartial professionals who help parents
reach agreements regarding their children. These agreements will be used as a
parenting plan which the Court will consider in making orders related to your
involvement with your children.

To encourage an impartial atmosphere, the 2i papers accepted by the counselor, other
than the Mediation Data Sheet (a copy of which is attached for your reference), are
declarations which have been served on the other party at least two court days prior
to mediation, or five court clays if they are served by mail. A proof of service is
required if papers are to be accepted.

Telephone calls to a counselor after the mediation will not be accepted unless the
counselor has requested specific information. All information which you want to
relay to the counselor should be made available in the mediation session. The
counselor may make follow-up calls to gather additional information.
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The counselor will notify the court of areas of agreement. If agreement is not reached
the counselor will make recommendations to the court as to what is believed to be in
the best interest of the children. Public policy in California is to assure children
frequent and continuing contact with parents and to encourage parents to share the
benefits and obligations of child rearing.

What will happen during mediation?

At the downtown Family Court Services and at the El Cajon Court, you will attend a
brief orientation before seeing a counselor. Pre-conference orientations are not held
at the Vista Court. The mediation conference will last 1.5 to 2 hours The Mediation
Data Sheet (attached) will be reviewed. You will be asked about your home,
relationships and other aspects of your life related to being a parent. If more
information is needed, the Judge may refer you back to this office for extended
mediation or investigation. A charge of $50.00 per hour may be made for 
this additional mediation or investigation.

What are the limitations of mediation?

Mediation does NOT deal with issues related to money, child or spousal support or
property issues. These should be discussed with your attorney.

Do NOT bring your children with you for the mediation appointment unless ordered
to do so by the court. If an interview with the children is necessary, arrangements will
be made for this at a later time.

Family Court Services cannot monitor nor enforce Court Orders. Lf parties do not
comply with orders of the court, legal action may be required. For additional
information, contact an attorney, the District Attorney, or the Office of the Family
Court Clerk.

Are both parties always seen together in the mediation conference?

Not always. Both parties must be available to participate in the mediation.
Arrangements can be made for a telephone conference if one party is out of the
county. The parties will be seen separately, if there is a history of abuse or violence,
and you request separate sessions.

How can I obtain additional information or get answers to questions?
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Every Thursday at 5:30 a FREE group information program is held in the lobby of the
downtown San Diego Family Court. No one is admitted to the building after 5:20 p.m.
A Family Court counselor and an attorney are available to answer questions. Anyone
can attend.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Ten Steps to a Successful Divorce in San Diego

1. Remember, there are no winners in divorce.
2. Compromise is always necessary.
3. Never go back to relationship "sore" spots.
4. Never use children as pawns.
5. Never alienate your ex's family.
6. Establish a solid support system.
7. Do not prolong the process.
8. Be civil and cooperative.
9. Establish healthy boundaries.

10. Never seek revenge (it's overrated).

Contact Us

The choice of legal representation when filing for divorce or trying to resolve a
family dispute is important to you and your children and should not be made lightly.
Please review the information on our website, consider our qualifications, and then
contact the San Diego law offices of divorce lawyer Marilyn Bierer today for a case
evaluation and review of your legal rights. Because of the serious and complex nature
of family law matters, our attorneys must meet with you in person before we can
provide any legal advice concerning your family law issue.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Marilyn E. Bierer

Solo Practitioner
Location:
San Diego, California
Phone:
619-821-9386
Fax:
619-299-3633
Email:
Email Me

Areas of Practice

100% Family Law
Divorce
Child Support
Child Custody and Visitation
Military Divorce

Litigation Percentage

100% of Practice Devoted to Litigation

Bar Admissions

California, 1991
U.S. District Court Southern District of California, 1991
U.S. Court of Appeals 9th Circuit, 1991

Education

California Western School of Law, San Diego, California - 1989
Fordham University, New York, New York
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B.A. - 1985
Major: Political Science

Pro Bono Activities

Work with Indigent, 2010 - Present
Vol. Lawyers, 1998 - 2008

Languages

Spanish

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions
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Overview of Dissolution Process

The purpose of this handout is to set forth a general overview of the legal procedure
of a marital dissolution, your substantive rights and obligations, the psychological
impacts of a divorce and other important mailers. Some of these items we discussed
in our prior conferences. Much of the information may be difficult at best to
understand and/or recall in one session. Accordingly, I have attempted to summarize
our discussions as more specifically set forth below.

Procedural Steps of a Divorce

There are generally four steps involved in a divorce:

1. The First Step

The first step in preparing for a divorce is the processing of the paperwork. This
generally includes preparation of the following pleadings:

1. Summons;
2. Petition;
3. Order to Show Cause pleadings for the purpose of requesting relief at the first

hearing;
4. Income and Expense Declaration;
5. Response, if appropriate;
6. Responsive Declaration to Order to Show Cause, if appropriate; and
7. Commence preparation of a Declaration of Disclosure and Schedule of Assets

and Debts.

Following our first meeting, we generally prepare all necessary paperwork in order
to either initiate the processing of the divorce or to respond to the Petition for
Dissolution. If we are initiating the marital dissolution, we will, among other things,
legally serve them on the other party. The purpose of the service "starts the clock
ticking". Once the pleadings are served upon the other party, the Judgment of
Dissolution terminating marital status can be granted, at the earliest, six months from
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the date of service. The purpose of the sixth month waiting period is to encourage
reconciliation between the spouses, and if in fact, reconciliation occurs during this
period, kindly contact our offices and we will see that all paperwork is stopped. A
dissolution judgment can be processed before the six-month period; however; the
marital status will not terminate until the six-month period passes. It is very common
that the settlement and/or trial process delays the process to judgment well beyond the
six-month period. In that case, it is possible to separate the marital status from the
remaining issues and seek a termination of marital status before the remaining issues
are fully resolved.

2. The Second Step

After the pleadings have been drafted and served, the next step is the Order to Show
Cause, the initial hearing. This hearing is generally for the purpose of obtaining court
orders for temporary child/spousal support, custody/visitation, attorney fees, and use
of asset orders so as to maintain a status quo the parties can live by until either a
settlement and/or trial. At the initial hearing, the following issues are usually
addressed:

1. Spousal support;
2. Child support;
3. Child custody and visitation;
4. Restraining orders;
5. Use of the residence, vehicles and other assets;
6. Joinder of any pension plans;
7. Request for attorneys fees and costs; and
8. Any other miscellaneous relief, which may be necessary in order to maintain the

stability for the benefit of the parties and children.

The first hearing will usually occur within four to six weeks of the date the pleadings
are initially filed with the Court, absent any continuances. At this hearing, the lawyers
will argue the case, and the Court generally will not take testimony at this time. If
custody or visitation in an issue, the parties will have previously attended Family
Court Services (FCS) for mediation. At FCS, you and your spouse will attend to
come to an agreement regarding the custody and visitation issues. If an agreement
cannot be reached, the Family Court Services counselor will make a written
recommendation. The recommendation of the counselor will be submitted to the
parties, their attorneys, and the Court for review.

The purpose of the hearing is to maintain the status quo, to ensure the children and the
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supported spouse have sufficient financial resources to maintain the necessities of
life, and to balance between households, if possible, a common standard of living.

3. The Third Step

The third step involved in dissolution of marriage is generally the discovery phase.
This phase includes document production requests, interrogatories, which are
relevant questions concerning issues if your case presented to your spouse, subpoenas
and, if necessary, the taking of depositions. At a deposition, an attorney asks
questions of the deposed party concerning the case. A court reporter is present. The
court reporter takes down all of the information and later prepares it in a booklet
form. The deposed party is placed under oath by the court reporter. The deposition
may be conducted in our offices or the offices of the opposing counsel. At a
deposition, questions are generally asked for the following purposes:

1. To secure information;
2. To solidify testimony so it may not be changed at future hearings or trial;
3. To obtain necessary documentation to adequately present your case; and
4. To evaluate witnesses.

After the deposition, many times subpoenas are sent out to verify the information
obtained at the deposition.

By the time the first three steps are completed, hopefully the emotional involvement
of the parties has subsided and sufficient information has been obtained to commence
discussing settlement. If this is the case, we will then attempt to propose a settlement
offer for the purpose of resolving the case in total. If the settlement offer is accepted,
or amendments thereto are agreeable to all parties, a settlement agreement will be
prepared. The Law Office of Marilyn Bierer will not tender an offer of settlement
without your knowledge. A settlement agreement essentially indicates which assets
will be allocated to the husband, and which assets will be allocated to the wife. It
will address the issues of custody and visitation, together with support and all other
matters. The settlement agreement is filed with the Court in the form of a binding
Court order.

4. The Fourth Step

If the dissolution proceeding cannot be resolved by stipulation, the matter will
proceed to the fourth step, which is trial. If the trial is expected to be shorter than
three hours, it will be placed on what is called the "short-cause" calendar. The Court
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hears this short-cause calendar on Fridays. You are generally assigned a date for trial
within four months from the date on which the trial is requested.

If, however, the case will take longer than three hours, it is set on the "long-cause"
calendar. Under this procedure, the Court will assign you a mandatory settlement
conference date approximately six to eight months from the date on which the trial is
originally requested. At this mandatory settlement conference, we will be required to
meet with two practicing attorneys who limit their practice to family law. These
attorneys will review our settlement conference briefs, which we will have prepared
in advance, and will review the position of both sides with respect to all issues. They
will give a recommendation for the purpose of helping the parties resolve the case. If
not resolved, the case will proceed to trial, usually within forty-five days of the
settlement conference.

5. Uncontested Divorce

The above-described procedures outline the general steps utilized in a contested
divorce proceeding. If in fact you feel this matter can be settled from the very
beginning, our office encourages sending out a settlement letter along with the initial
pleadings. This provides the other party with an opportunity of addressing the issues
in a constructive approach aimed at expeditious settlement. That has the obvious
advantage of saving attorneys fees, costs and emotional distress to both parties. If you
feel you have inadequate information with which to make an offer of settlement, it is
wise to wait until after the discovery procedure before offering settlement.

6. Substantive Rights and Liabilities in a Divorce

A schematic diagram of the substantive rights and liabilities with regard to a divorce
are reflected on Exhibit B enclosed herewith. More specifically, those assets
acquired to you prior to your marriage are usually confirmed to you as your sole and
separate property, free and clear of any interest of your spouse. So also are those
assets you acquire after the date of separation (DOS).

Those assets accumulated by you during the course of the marriage are generally
characterized as community property. Community property assets are normally
divided equally between the husband and wife. There are certain exceptions as
follows:

1. Gifts;
2. Inheritances; and
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3. Personal injury awards

There are considerable exceptions and refinements to the general parameters set forth
above, which we will be reviewing in this case for the purpose of characterizing and
dividing assets.

7. Restraining Orders

Once the Summons and Petition for Dissolution of Marriage have been filed with the
Court, the following standard restraining orders, which are set forth on the reverse
side of the Summons, will be in full force and effect. These mutual restraining orders
are issued automatically, and apply in every case. The restraining orders restrain the
parties from

1. Removing the minor child/children of the parties, if any, from the state of
California, without the prior written consent of the other party or an order of the
Court;

2. Cashing, borrowing against, canceling, transferring, disposing of, or changing
the beneficiaries of any insurance or other coverage including life, health,
automobile and disability held for the benefit of the parties and their minor
child/children; and

3. Transferring, encumbering, hypothecating, concealing, in an any way disposing
of any property, real or personal, whether community, quasi-community or
separate, without the written consent of the other party or an order of the Court,
except in the usual course of business or for the necessities of life.

You must notify each other of any proposed extraordinary expenditures at least five
business days prior to incurring these extraordinary expenditures, and account to the
Court for all extraordinary expenditures made after these restraining orders are
effective. However, nothing in the restraining orders shall preclude you from using
community property to pay reasonable attorneys fees in order to retain legal counsel
in the action.

If you have any questions with regard to the meaning of these restraining orders, do
not hesitate to contact me.

8. Psychological Aspects of a Divorce

Elizabeth Kubler Ross has authored a treatise upon the stages of death and dying.
These stages appear to also be felt by most persons during the divorce process. These
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stages occur as follows:

1. First Stage: denial and isolation;
2. Second Stage: anger;
3. Third Stage: bargaining;
4. Fourth Stage: depression; and
5. Fifth Stage: acceptance.

Many experts believe spouses in dissolution of marriage proceedings go through the
same stages. If true, this process would have a direct effect on the ability of the
spouses to communicate with each other. Such communication is required to minimize
litigation, which is costly financially and emotionally.

For example, a spouse in the second stage of anger communicates with a spouse in the
fifth stage of acceptance about as well as if the former understood only English and
the latter only Spanish. Consequently, often it takes time for one or both spouses to
work through the emotional turmoil of a divorce before they get into a compatible
stage where clear communication resides. Accordingly, patience and good judgment
is required as to when it is appropriate to embark on settlement discussions.

9. Estate Planning

It is crucial that a party to a divorce proceeding reconsider his or her estate planning.
This would include, by way of illustration, preparing a new Will or revoking any
power of attorney or trust agreement.

You will also consider severing any property held in joint tenancy between you and
your spouse. The feature of joint tenancy is right of survivorship, which means if one
spouse dies, the other spouse, by operation of law, succeeds to total ownership of the
property even if the descendent had a Will to the contrary. For example, if you die,
your spouse would become full owner of all property held in joint tenancy, regardless
of the terms of your Will. Of course, the same is true if your spouse dies.

10. Epstein Credits

There are many ways in which you could help. One such way is to keep your files
well organized to support "Epstein Credits" you may be entitled to.

Debts that exist as of the DOS are generally community debts regardless of which
party incurred them. On the other hand, income earned by either party after the DOS is

Cal. Coalition for Families and Children v. San Diego County Bar Ass'n 
13 cv 1944 CAB BLM 

CCFC Master Exhs. P2986



that person's separate property. To the extent income earned after the DOS (therefore
separate income) is utilized to pay community debts, then, with certain exceptions,
you would be entitled to request, subject to the Court's discretion, reimbursement at
the time of the division of community property. This reimbursement is defined as an
Epstein credit. It is helpful to think of it as separate property being used to pay
community debts.

In order to prove these credits, you need to keep copies of the bills showing the
amount of the indebtedness close to the DOS, with monthly statements thereafter, and
the canceled checks used to make payments following the DOS. You would then be in
a position to fill in the Epstein chart, a copy of which is likewise enclosed.

An additional "accounting" problem arises when charges on a joint account are made
after the DOS. The problem is the allocation of the interest assessed against the
separate charges, as distinguished form the community charges, is very difficult, if not
impossible to determine. The same problem arises when charges and subsequent
payments after the DOS occur. Frequently, the judge in your matter will arbitrarily
allocate the interest between the community and separate debt. So as to avoid this
problem, it is best to make charges after the DOS on accounts that have no community
obligations outstanding.

11. Joint Credit Cards (Community Property v. Contract Law)

Consistent with the foregoing, a debt incurred after the DOS is the separate obligation
of the incurring spouse under community property law. A different wrinkle under
contract law is added hen such a debt is incurred on a joint credit card.

Under such circumstances, both spouses are jointly and severally liable for the
obligation under the contract they signed at the time the joint credit card was issued.
This means while a debt incurred against a joint credit card by one of the spouses us
the separate obligation of that spouse under community property law, the creditor
(normally the bank) can go against the other spouse under contract law if the spouse
incurring the debt does not pay it. In short, consider very carefully whether you want
to cancel joint credit cards and credit lines.

12. Conclusion

Our basic philosophy with respect to family law matters is to attempt to resolve all
matters in a fair, reasonable and well-informed manner for the benefit of our clients.
We have found our clients are most satisfied when they can resolve the issues by
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means of settlement, thereby taking control of their own destiny, rather than laying
their lives before a court which has limited time to consider all the important aspects
of one's life.

Contact Us

The choice of legal representation when filing for divorce or trying to resolve a
family dispute is important to you and your children and should not be made lightly.
Please review the information on our website, consider our qualifications, and then
contact the San Diego law offices of divorce lawyer Marilyn Bierer today for a case
evaluation and review of your legal rights. Because of the serious and complex nature
of family law matters, our attorneys must meet with you in person before we can
provide any legal advice concerning your family law issue.

Contact Information

Bierer & Associates Family Law 
2020 Camino Del Rio North 
Suite 205 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-821-9386 
Fax: 619-299-3633 
Map and Directions

Copyright © 2013 by Bierer & Associates Family Law. All rights reserved. Disclaimer | Site
Map
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experienced representation—the kind you
would expect from Marilyn Bierer. With more
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Marilyn is dedicated to resolving cases with
honesty and pragmatism.

Marilyn’s practice handles a wide range of
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who are facing a divorce need from their attorney. She understands that clients want somebody who is tenacious
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10. Never seek revenge
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their differences aside for the benefit of the children.”

Finally, Marilyn stresses the fact that life goes on, and at some point down the road you will be able to say, “I got
through that, life goes on, and there is life after divorce.”

While no attorney can promise a stress-free divorce, knowing that
you have a zealous advocate on your side can be comforting.
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Happy Client
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I recommend Marilyn Bierer.

I hired Marilyn 1-3 years ago.

Marilyn handled my Divorce / Separation matter.

I have previously worked with 3-5 lawyers.

Ms. Bierer is a tremendous lawyer who made my life better. She
fought very hard for me and got me the kids. She was very
reasonable with what she charged me (much less than I expected)
and in every respect she was wonderful.

A Disaster
Posted by a client, almost 2 years ago.  Flag

I do not recommend Marilyn Bierer.

Marilyn Bierer is a terrible lawyer. I hired her in a child custody
dispute. She advised me very poorly and made false allegations,
angering the judge, who shifted custody to the father. She charged
outrageously for needless motions and discovery. I eventually fired
her but she still cost me over $100,000 in wasteful actions. She's
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also a screamer and a bully if I didn't drop my life and career
immediately for her endless requests. She screwed my case up so
bad I got virtually nothing in my settlement. Her staff are nice but I
feel bad for them having to work around her. I constantly asked to
move the case to mediation but she refused, insisting on litigating
every single issue. She lost almost every motion yet charged tons
for bad work. I've since learned that she has a terrible reputation
among judges and attorneys and has been losing cases becuase of it.
I think she's getting out of divorce law now.
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 4/5/13   4    1    2    1    1  I would never recommend Marilyn to anyone.

She was unprofessional, rude and overpriced.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

*
 11/14/12  5    5    5    5    5  I had a difficult divorce with an ex who is truly

schizophrenic. Truly. Marilyn did a great job
navigating around his issues and his attorney.
She was amazing in court and appears to be
well respected by the judges. She handled my
divorce very well with all the crazy changes.
Her billing was very fair as she understood my
financial situation. I was referred to her by two
good friends who were very happy with her
services and I recommend her as well. She
was great!

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    3/25/12

 
SYSTEM: 3 negative duplicate or disallowed
ratings automatically removed 

    12/18/11
 

SYSTEM: 2 negative duplicate or disallowed
ratings automatically removed 
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 10/18/11  5    5    5    5    5  I had a good experience with Marilyn. Divorce

cases are very stressful. The parties are in a
difficult situation at the starting gate. Marilyn
does a good job trying to keep everyone level
headed thru the proceedings. Give the woman
a break! Think about what she has to work
with...us! We got ourselves into this mess and
we expect the clean up to be easy? Please.
Cut Marilyn some slack.

Read this rating's feedback
 

 10/18/11  4    4    4    4    4  Marilyn Bierer is a great attorney, very fierce in
court and her staff is wonderful! I would def.
recommend her to anyone needing an
attorney.

Read this rating's feedback
 

 10/18/11  5    5    5    5    5  My experience with Marilyn Bierer as an
attorney was excellent. She is a go-getter and
fights to the end for her clients. She puts her
clients' needs above all else; she has
outstanding presence in the court room; and
she is very quick on her feet when necessary.
If you need a family law attorney who knows
the law and is passionate about your case,
Marilyn Bierer is the best choice.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 10/12/11  1    1    1    1    1  All I can say is look at the language used in

the positive ratings. It is too similar and it is
not written by a lay person but rather an
attorney.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 6/15/11   2    2    2    1    1  Marilyn represented my ex-wife. I was

unrepresented. We had a simple divorce and
she made it more complicated. She tried a
couple Perry Mason's on me, they wwere
hilarious. My ex spent thousands arguing over
a $15,000 dispute with me. I ended up giving
my ex $2000. My ex spent about $6K with
Marilyn to get $2K from me. When I went to
Marilyn’s office to sign the final agreement,
there were financial errors in my favor. My ex
and I had already seen these and new it was
to be edited. When I pointed this out to
Marilyn, she starting cussing, and blaming it on
her email. WTF!

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 

 6/1/11   5    5    5    5    5  Marilyn Bierer is an excellent attorney always

looked out for my best interest and is very
direct. Very happy with the outcome.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 5/25/11   2    1    3    1    1  Simply cannot compete with the "power

players". If you have anything more than a
basic case she is not the attorney for you.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    3/31/11   2    2    1    1    1  Marilyn has consistently dropped the ball in my

case. She first said she would file motions, yet
never got around to it. Each time I speak with
her I get yelled at for no good reason. She is
very unprofessional in her demeanor with
clients, so much that I was often afraid to
contact her regarding my case. Prior to
receiving my retainer did she give the
impression she could win my case. Afterwards
I didn't once feel like she was on my side to
help me out...isn't that why you hire an
attorney? Hmmmm... I agree with below
comments that all the good reviews have been
written by Mariilyn herself. Do yourself a favor -
shop around for another attorney.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    3/8/11   5    5    5    5    5  I read these negative reviews and I am

shocked....they are just not true. Marilyn is an
excellent attorney that truly cares about her
clients. She is very fair about her billing and is
easily reachable. She enjoys an excellent
reputation in the community.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    2/28/11   5    4    5    5    5  Marilyn Bierer is a tireless advocate for children

and board member for Kids Turn - an
exempliary resource to improve co-parenting
for the sake of the child. There are always
winners and losers in battles of the heart, but
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like the court, Marilyn and her team retains a
no-nonsense and steadfast focus on what is
right for the child. Marilyn developed a straight
forward and comprehensive strategy in my
case, preventing a move away that would
have been damaging to my child's immediate
and long-term well being. I have recommended
Marilyn several times since my case, and will
strongly continue to do so for anyone who has
to endure the painful process of separation
and resolution.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 2/16/11   5    5    5    5    5  I will always be grateful to Ms. Bierer for being

an incredible and effective advocate for my
children (all minors) and me. Thanks to Ms.
Bierer, I have full custody of my 3 minor
children and receive very generous (but fair)
family support each month.Prior to retaining
Ms. Bierer, I was represented by 2 different SD
family law attorneys, neither of whom obtained
any results for me, even after issuing
extensive discovery and filing extensive
motions, etc. My very contentious and painful
case was resolved (in my favor) within 6
months of hiring Ms. Bierer. I was shocked to
read the negative commentary posted by
other individuals. Their alleged experiences
with Ms. Bierer are the polar opposite of mine.
I would recommend Ms. Bierer to anyone who
seeks competent and efficient representation.
Ms. Bierer cares about her clients.

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 2/15/11   5    5    5    5    5  Ms. Bierer is a tough lawyer - that is why i like

her so much! She did an excellent job on my
case. I am really happy with her and her staff.
thank you,

Registered users can respond publicly to this ratinggg

 
 2/14/11   5    5    5    5    5  Marilyn represented me in a support case and

did an excellent job. I would recommend her to
anyone that was looking for a divorce
attorney.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    2/2/11   5    5    5    5    5  I have read the reviews and I am truly puzzled

at the comments about Ms. Bierer. Ms. Bierer
represented me in a custody issue and her
service was impeccable. She was
knowledgeable and excellent in court. Her staff
is friendly and accomodating and always
helpful. My calls were returned promptly and
her bill rate was reasonable compared to other
attorneys I met with. Ms. Bierer was
professional and her commitment to my case
was extraordinary. I felt taken care of and I
felt like shr understood my position. Ms. Bierer
was able to get the custody order I wanted
despite a horrible FCS report. I would
recommend her to anyone seeking a divorce or
involved in a custody dispute.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    6/28/10   2    2    3    1    1  Marilyn Bierer is a terrible lawyer, even by the

very low standards of divorce lawyers. She
was entirely ineffective in my case, often
angering the judge who at one point had to
ask the bailiff (Sheriffs Deputy) to physically
restrain her. It was humiliating. She lost every
motion but charged over $10k per month.
She's an alcoholic and encouraged me to make
false charges against my ex. Divorce is tough,
but Marilyn feeds off of your or your ex-
spouses assets by doing a terrible job. She
encourages conflict, escalates costs, plays on
your emotions, and is terrible at resolving
cases. Now that the dust has settled on my
dispute I'd advise anyone going through a
divorce to enter settlement immediately, be
reasonable (to avoid enriching scum layers like
Marilyn), and try to forge a cooperative
relationship with your ex--it may be tough at
first but in the long run it will be worth it. Good
luck and God Bless.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    12/25/09  1    1    1    1    1  cost a fortune - got very little in return - other

than insults. Ordered TONS of disclosure and
made everyone angry - didn't even look at anyCal. Coalition for Families and Children v. San Diego County Bar Ass'n 
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made everyone angry  didn t even look at any
of the info received. Totally unprepared in
court - couldn't even remember my husband's
name...(same as mine..?) and proceeded to
argue HIS case.....no one would believe it - if
my friend wasn't there in court with me I would
have thought I was having a bad dream...
When I first met Marilyn she told me my
husband's atty "wasn't very smart" - turns out
his atty was a great white shark - I would
recommend my husband's atty to
anyone...Marilyn - to no one..Marilyn would
insult me for not understanding legal jargon &
proceedings etc...but isn't that what you hire
them for? to understand all that stuff..The
judge didn't like Marilyn and kept
mispronouncing her name on purpose and
Marilyn kept correcting her every time...it was
a circus and I was caught in the middle..I feel
that I sufferred severely because of Marilyn
and hope no one has to go thru th

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    5/8/09   1    1    1    1    1  Its quite obvious that the review posted with

the all 5 rating is Marilyn herself. She ask for
and generates mountains of paperwork for
trivial cases, then fails to review the
paperwork. Go figure, that sure sounds like
churning to me. Approaches cases using the
confrontational approach which in turn churns
more fees. She will only settle thru the court
system.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    2/12/09   2    1    1    1    1  unbelievable, the post from 5/17 took the

words right out of my mouth. Marilyn was
completely incapable and ill prepared
throughout my case. Her poor judgment, lack
of communication and strategy have cost me
fair visitations with my children. Save yourself
a lot of money and frustration, and do not use
this attorney.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    7/9/08   5    5    5    5    5  Marilyn provided me with excellent counsel in a

complex case. I was very pleased with my
outcome. My calls, emails and questions were
always answered promptly and thoroughly. I
work in the legal field and her billing was very
fair and in line with what others in the legal
community are charging. I have recommended
her to many clients who have engaged her
services and are also very satisfied.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
    5/21/08   1    1    3    1    1  Bills like a major leaguer, but has the skill set

and work quality production like that of a farm
team. Unless you have the most basic divorce
case, walk away from this one. She routinely
over bills for the most basic legal work. Her
lack of understanding of the issues and lack of
a strategy leaves her clients constantly on the
defensive. She routinely neglects her cases
until she is head to court leaving her clients
once again at a disadvantage and scrambling
to get the proper paperwork filed. Her lack of
perperation often leads to heightened cost to
get the work done at the last minute. That
cost is passed on to the client. Her emotional
instability adds unneeded drama to the
process and has cost her respect among her
collegues. If you are looking for a champion to
guide you through the legal challenges of a
Divorce and protect your interest, this is not
your attorney.

Registered users can respond publicly to this rating
*Rating left by a registered user. 
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Sam Spital - San Diego, CA
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Family Law Attorney
stanprowse.com

Certified Specialist - Family Law The Law Office of Stanley D. Prowse
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Sort by: Date

Recent Reviews

7660-A Fay Ave
La Jolla, CACC 92037
(858) 456-1446

908 Shermam n St
San Diego, CACC 92110
(619) 299-4444

San Diego, CACC 92101
(858) 279-1942

3111 CaCC mino Del RiRRo N
San Diego, CACC 92108
(619) 528-2240

4 Revivv ews

Filter by: Location Category

Sweet Paper
CaCC tegory: CaCC rds & Stationery
Neighborhood: La Jolla

8/14/2013

Theresa and Julie at Sweet Paper know exaxx ctly how to get what yoyy u need. I shop
there foff r thank yoyy u notes and really cute, unique cards, but I ovevv rhear them working
with custom orders and they are vevv ry attt entivevv to details. Evevv ryoyy ne I'vevv seen in there
seems to be pleased with the results. I lovevv all the great candles they havevv . Tocca is
my faff vovv rite candle line. I highly recommend this store foff r card purchases yoyy u need
now and also custom orders.

Morena Self Storage
CaCC tegories: Self Storage, Movers
Neighborhood: Linda Vista

7/17/2013

AbAA solutely lovevv this place! I called all around the Pacific Beach, Bay Park, Morena
Blvdvv area befoff re deciding to choose Morena Self Storage. I am so glad I did. The
people who work there are alwaysyy friendly and helpful. Cannot beat the price foff r the
sizezz of the unit. I lovevv the ease of use (and I'm on the 2nd floor there)! The securitytt is
great and I lovevv that my unit is inside the building with no outside access. Thank yoyy u
Morena Self Storage!!

Klassen Painting
CaCC tegories: PaPP inters, CoCC ntractors
Neighborhood: Dow ntow n

4/24/2013

Darren Klassen took a 1983, wallpaper evevv rywyy here, and I mean EVERYWYY HERE,
condo and turned it into my vivv sion! His team did a faff ntastic job repairing my walls
aftff er our atttt empt to removevv the wallpaper, and painting the entire condo. I am so
happy with the results. He evevv n got the job done ahead of schedule. I would
recommend him to evevv ryoyy ne!

Bierer Marilyn AtAA torney AtAA Law
CaCC tegory: Divorce & Family Law

11/14/2012

Marilyny helped me through a vevv ry diffff icult divovv rce. My ex was more than diffff icult. She
is especially amazing in the court room and is vevv ry well respected by the Judges. I
recommend her highly!

P has no friends.

No Lists

P hasn't made any lists yeyy t.

Recent reviv ews by P H.

Bierer Marilyn
Attorney At
Law
Divorce & Family
Law
San Diego, CA

11/14/2012

Marilyn helped me through a
very difficult divorce. My ex was
more than difficult. She is
especially amazing in the court
room and is very well
respected by the Judges. I
recommend her highly!
Read Full Review
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Our Approach

At ABC&K, our first priority is to pursue your best interests
through strong and effective legal representation, coupled with
compassion and understanding. We recognize that when you
come to us, you may have great concerns about your children
and about your financial future. We will guide you through the
legal process, and help you evaluate the risks and benefits
involved in various approaches to resolving your case.

We know from experience that each client is different and every
case is unique. From the beginning of each case to its final
resolution, we devote the time and attention necessary to develop
an approach and strategy that will meet the particular needs and
objectives of each client.

Our experience has shown that effective negotiation toward early
settlement is usually the best and most cost-effective approach to
Family Law cases. As advocates for you and your family, we
strive throughout each case to negotiate fair, amicable and
reasonable settlements while working to avoid the escalating
tensions and hostilities that often arise in Family Law matters.
When litigation is necessary, we are aggressive in pursuing the
protection of your rights.

Each partner at ABC&K has an experienced legal team that will
work together on your case. Our team approach assures that
your questions will be answered, and the work on your case will
be handled in the most cost-effective manner. Clients tell us that
one of the most outstanding features of our law firm is our
customer service. Our clients know that our team approach
assures them of up-to-date information about their case. If you
have a question, we will almost always answer it within 24 hours.

At ABC&K, we are looking out for your best interests every step
of the way.

 

We know from experience
that each client is
different and every case is
unique.

©2013 Ashworth, Blanchet, Christenson & Kalemkiarian, LLP. All rights reserved.  Disclaimer  Contact ABC&K
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Sharon Blanchet | Partner   email

Certified Family Law Specialist, State Bar of California Board of
     Legal Specialization
Fellow, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Fellow, International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers

Sharon Blanchet is a founding member of the firm with more than
25 years of experience in Family Law. Her practice focuses on
high asset and complex litigation matters and custody issues. In
January, 2006, Sharon was the Dean of the highly regarded
Southern California Chapter of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers' three day Trial Advocacy Institute.

Ms. Blanchet has lectured on Family Law matters for organizations
including the Certified Family Law Specialists, San Diego County
Bar Association, Consumer Attorneys of San Diego, and Lawyers
Club of San Diego. She has been a guest speaker on national
television and radio shows regarding Family Law. Sharon was also
a faculty member for the 2012 inaugural Family Law College of
Trial Advocacy. Sharon also created and produced a video
entitled, “Legal Consequences of Getting Married.”

Honors
AV Rated (highest rating), Martindale-Hubbell 
2007-2012 San Diego Super Lawyers® Top 25 Women
     Lawyers in San Diego
2007-2012 Best Lawyers in America
2007 San Diego Daily Transcript Top Attorney in Family Law
2008-2012 San Diego Magazine Top Family Law Attorney

Affiliations
Fellow, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, 
     Past President, 2010-2011
     Board of Directors, 2006-2012
Fellow, International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, 
     2006-2012 
Board of Directors, Southern California Chapter, AAML, 
     2006-2012
State Bar of California, Family Law Section
Member, San Diego County Bar Association
     Vice President, 1995
Member, Lawyers Club of San Diego
     Vice President, 1991
San Diego Lawyer Referral and Information Service, 1991-1995

Education
Western State College of Law, J.D., 1986
Law Review, Western State College of Law, 1985-1986
Student Body President, Western State College of Law, 1985-1986
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Services

We know that when you walk in our door, you may need a variety
of legal services. ABC&K provides a full range of legal services in
Family Law matters. We are committed to providing our clients
with compassionate and strong legal representation that is
individualized to fit each client's particular needs. 

Our areas of Family Law expertise include:

Consultations

Dissolution of Marriage
(Divorce)

Legal Separation

Domestic Partnership Issues

Child Custody/Visitation

Co-Parenting Plans

Child and Spousal Support

Property Division

Marital Settlement Agreements

Judgments

Post-Judgment Modifications

Paternity

Guardianships

Adoptions

Representation of Children

Juvenile Court Matters

Alternate Dispute Resolution

Mediation

Special Master (Expert)
Services

 

 

 

ABC&K provides a full
range of legal services in
Family Law matters.
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Preparing

At ABC&K, we encourage our clients to utilize our legal services in
the most efficient and cost-effective manner possible. This
approach can begin prior to your first appointment with one of our
attorneys.  Before you make any changes in your personal
situation, please follow the tips below.

See a Family Law Attorney As Soon As Possible 
The changes you make at the time of separation can critically
impact the ultimate result in your case. Before you take any
action, consult with an attorney who specializes in Family Law and
explain your specific needs and wishes. Your attorney can advise
you on the best way to proceed.

Identify Your Priorities and Goals 
Think about what is most important to you and what you would
like to achieve. Do you want to keep the house at all costs? Move
to another state? Continue to be a stay-at-home parent?

Make a List of All Assets and Debts
Your Family Law attorney will need to know the basic facts of your
situation. Bringing a list of the assets and debts of you and your
spouse will help your attorney better understand your case.

Contemplate Your Marital Lifestyle 
Your Family Law attorney will ask you about the key aspects of
your lifestyle with your mate, including marital residence, extent
of savings, frequency and locations of vacations, children’s
activities and expenses, etc. The marital standard of living will
impact any spousal support (alimony) award in your case.

Consider Therapy for Yourself and Your Children
A divorce is difficult under the best of circumstances. We are here
for you but we are not therapists, and using us as therapists will
become very expensive. Please consider therapy for yourself and
your children to help you through this difficult time.

 

 

Visit these links 
for more information

Kids’ Turn

Cooperative Parenting
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Specialized Family Law Expertise

With vast breadth and depth of experience, the attorneys at
ABC&K are uniquely positioned to offer skilled and effective legal
representation in any Family Law situation, no matter how
complex. 

The partners at ABC&K are Certified Family Law Specialists who
have passed stringent testing and met the extensive experience
requirements of the Board of Legal Specialization of the State Bar
of California.

Our of counsel attorneys are carefully selected and trained to
achieve excellence in legal analysis, research and writing, and
client representation.

 

 

 

Partners
Sharon Blanchet, CLS-F

Lesa Christenson, CLS-F

Sharon Kalemkiarian, CLS-F

Founding Partner (Retired) 
Kathryn Ashworth, CLS-F

Of Counsel
Cynthia Harf, Esq.

Carianne E. Kapteina, Esq.

Dana F. Weinstein, Esq.

Jennifer B. Zachry, Esq.
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